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Purpose of design

PALINURUS is a concept for a habitable
installation in the inshore zones of certain
marilime regions. Its fundamental propose is
to enable people to experience an unfamiliar
and fantastic world without being dependent
on techniques which they first have to learn,
which may prevent them from participation at
all or the handling of which is complicated,
and which restrict the actual experience of the
sensual impressions. The installation coneen-
trates on an intimate, inside space in which
the experiences of a foreign environment can
be absorbed in a tranquil, internal situation.
These experiences are therefore not short-
term, compressed or superficial, to be
subsequently overlain and relativised by
following ones, but make it possible to achieve

Buro fur industrielle Formentwicklung

Gold Prize

Minister of International Trade and Industry Prize

PALINURUS

Concept for a habitable installation for use
in the coastal areas of specific maritime regions

Dirk Schumann (Germany)

a longterm effect and establish a long-term
relationship to another world, The concept is
designed (o make longer stays possible. In
combination with opportunities for other
activities within the installation or its sur-
rounding, the spatial structure always bring
people back to s fundamental purpose, The
installation is structured into three zones with
five arcas for accommodating the occupants
and providing for their needs. The upper
platform is the above-water zone, from which
the inner rooms can be reached. It is located
in the familiar world. In an intermediate zone,
which is already underwater, there is a small
transit area and lounge, the bedroom and a
bathreom. This zone still has direct contact to
the familiar world, Tt is applicd by daylight
from above, allows access and connection (o
the upper platform, but is already linked to the
underwater world through window apertures.

The third zone, the dome, belongs exclusively
to the underwater world, This is an intimate,
meditative place, providing both great tension
and great tranquillity.

Profile of the prize winner —
Dirk Schumann / Born in 1960, living in
Munster, Germany.

Jury's comment
Although this work is still in the concept
stage, and its underlying idea would be
difficult to realize, the theme "Yuu" is fully
interpreted here since this work represents a
space where people can relax with water.
Marcover, this proposal makes us realize
anew the fact that more than half of the
earth's surface is covered with water, and
shows the possibility of extending our life
space to the sea,

Well thought oul, the presentation of this
waork is superb,



