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Maritime Living Areas
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Kamar - concept for a living complex

in the near-coastal areas

The Kamar concept (Figure 1, 2) is designed
to allow people to live for a short or longer
time between the above-water and under-
water worlds. The construction comprises
two areas: the underwater complex and,
connected to it, a surface platform. The
underwater complex is permanently an-
chored to the seabed running downward at
a shallow angle. The highest point of the
rectangular construction emerges from the
water surface allowing access to the in-
terior. The access can be closed by a water-
tight bulkhead.

On accessing the underwater complex by a
staircase, one first enters an anteroom from
where a sloping walkway leads to the lower
sections. The anteroom is connected to a
construction carrying the static elements
of the whole complex and being attached
to the supporting system of the floating
surface platform. After the anteroom a
gallery is reached which is fitted into the
side walls and the roof with large windows
that open a clear view to the surrounding
sea. At the lowest point of the construction
there are three lookout domes which make
the underwater world perceivable, as far as
possible, in three-dimensional form. The
architecture of the construction is a simple

cubic form expressing the connection to
the seabed. The windows in the gallery use
classical architectural elements, which in
this environment also provide a good hydro-
static function. Going deeper into the in-
terior, the visitor experiences a gradual tran-
sition from the familiar above-water world
to the new and completely different under-
water environment. In the gallery the effect
is still similar to that of a large aquarium,
while the bottom dome room generates an
increasingly intensive contact to the under-
sea world.

Surface platform (Figure 3, 4)

The surface platform connected to the
below complex by a lever system has a raft-
like character. The lever system has to com-
pensate the differences in the water level
caused by the tides. As the whole system is
considered being installed in protected
areas, such as atolls and lagoons, the ex-
pected wave movements can be absorbed
by the surface platform itself. As a more
dynamic variant, a system of links using
universal joints could be used. In contrast
with the static underwater complex the
form language of the platform and its
sub-elements is softer and more organic,
as this is the interface between the two
worlds and is exposed to the dynamic of
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